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25X1 i» The Seciety of Friends of Republican Spain is a group tha% bas been orgenized
by Communist initietive in the principal cities of Cszechoslowskia. Itr mucleus

25X1 is composed of former members of the Internationsl Brigades. All politinal
25X1 parties are represenbed im the membership.. The chairmen is not a Commu: ish.
The four deputy chairmen ere members respectively of the four Czech par.ies
25X1 {Communist, Watilonel Secislist, Prmople’s,and Socisl Democrat). However, effec-
25X tive powsr rests im the hands of the sscretary general, Madems Prokopove, who is

a Communist, and the Socisty shows definite Communist leenings in its leadership.

2, The Society has conducted meny fund drives in Czechoslovakia for Republicen
Spain, and the money has besn deposited in & bank. By December 1946 collections
amounted to 1,000,000 Keay another 300,000 Eps was scon added, and todsy the
totel 1z nesar 1,800,000 Ros. There are twofconflicting views within tr- 3ociety
28 to the use to which the money iz to be yut., The Demceretic parties viut to
hand it over to the Republican Go ent,/ out the Communists and their rympa-
thizers, who distrust the Republican ment, want Yo give it direetls to the
guerrillas fighting inside Spain..

% 8ix months age the Ambassador of the Sphnish Repibiic had s meeting with the i
directors of the Society cof Friends offRepublicen SpZin and spoke of %h: wmoney :
that had been collmcted. He seems to/have shown vory little tact, and &t the
present time nogotlations are at a d6sd point. Signatures of the repre:snbatives
of three of the four parties sre nseded in order to draw the monsy from the bank,
but the Spanish diplematic wission has mede no further move to secure toem.

40 A majoribty of the members of the Sociebly sre olid-time members of the International
Brigades, and Pragus is ssid %o be the center of Communist efforia in Central
Burope to meke use of these sx-combetents in work for Spain.

S. The Seciety hes shifted its main interest from Spain to Greecs, and Czech Commuw
nists are now collecting money and orgenizing publioc meetings for the partisans
fighting the Athens. govermment, Subscriptions for Spain are less mumerous. On
14 April 1847, the muniversary of the Spanish Republic, thers waz a meeting at
‘which attendance was much less than usual for the ocoasion.. Seversl of the
speakers, smong them Mr. Masaryk, failsd to come.. : i

6.. Linked with the Socilety of Frisnds of Repudlican Spain is the Czechoalo
Latin Americe Society, which i3 being crganized now. Doctor Msjalova, «nief of

the Spanish Section of tho Hinistry of Information is on the directerste of both i

25X1 societiss. | Pormerly the chief ;
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representative of the Spaniards in the first Society was Tomea Gareia Zamudio.
At present Vicente Velasco has the position.

The old Iberc-American Socisty, whioh had 6,000 membera in Prague and had offices
and a good library there, wae dissolved because of its pro-Franco end collabora-
tionist tendenciss during the War.
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